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Alexander the Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged war as a Homeric hero and
lived as one, conquering native peoples and territories on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded Asia
in 334 to his death in 323, he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia Minor, the
Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and "India" (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east. Although many other kings and
generals forged empires, Alexander produced one that was without parallel, even if it was short-lived.

And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the accomplishments of his father, Philip II
(r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly changed the course of Macedonian history, transforming a weak,
disunited, and economically backward kingdom into a military powerhouse. A warrior king par excellence,
Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in the Greek world, a centralized monarchy, economic
prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia.

For the first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the reigns of these two larger-
than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives full breadth to the careers of father and son, showing
how Philip was the architect of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under Alexander, only to
disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek culture in the East, as
Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural change in lands far removed from the traditional
sphere of Greek influence. In addition, the book discusses the problems Alexander faced in dealing with a
diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what might be called nation building, all of which
shed light on contemporary events in culturally dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and
unparalleled account of the role these kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy they left
behind.
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From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone from everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while
those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource then you
have it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen within you if you take By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the
Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) as the daily resource information.

Olga Harrington:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day
long to reading a publication. The book By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of
the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people
that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book from a smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.

Stephen Stovall:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great,
and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can be the solution, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

John Ma:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you might
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great,
and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can give you a lot of
buddies because by you considering this one book you have factor that they don't and make a person more
like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of
the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization).
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