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The Charles River Basin, extending nine miles upstream from the harbor, has been called Boston's "Central
Park." Yet few realize that this apparently natural landscape is a totally fabricated public space. Two hundred
years ago the Charles was a tidal river, edged by hundreds of acres of salt marshes and mudflats. Inventing
the Charles River describes how, before the creation of the basin could begin, the river first had to be
imagined as a single public space. The new esplanades along the river changed the way Bostonians perceived
their city; and the basin, with its expansive views of Boston and Cambridge, became an iconic image of the
metropolis.

The book focuses on the precarious balance between transportation planning and stewardship of the public
realm. Long before the esplanades were realized, great swaths of the river were given over to industrial
enterprises and transportation -- millponds, bridges, landfills, and a complex network of road and railway
bridges. In 1929, Boston's first major highway controversy erupted when a four-lane road was proposed as
part of a new esplanade. At twenty-year intervals, three riverfront road disputes followed, successively more
complex and disputatious, culminating in the lawsuits over "Scheme Z," the Big Dig's plan for eighteen lanes
of highway ramps and bridges over the river. More than four hundred photographs, maps, and drawings
illustrate past and future visions for the Charles and document the river's place in Boston's history.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Ingram:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Inventing the Charles River. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important some sort of book Inventing
the Charles River. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we can
easily open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you
feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Bruce Brown:

The book Inventing the Charles River can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So why must we leave the best thing like a book Inventing the Charles River? A number of you have a
different opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for
each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Inventing the Charles River has simple shape however
you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Selma Lang:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while
is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other
is high. For yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this particular Inventing the Charles
River book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Daniel White:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the Inventing the Charles River when you required it?
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