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Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters presents a fresh examination of the letters exchanged between
Cicero and correspondents, such as Pompey, Julius Caesar and Mark Antony during the final turbulent
decades of the Roman Republic. Drawing upon sociolinguistic theories of politeness, it argues that formal
relationships between powerful members of the elite were constrained by distinct conventions of courtesy
and etiquette. By examining in detail these linguistic conventions of politeness, Jon Hall presents new
insights into the social manners that shaped aristocratic relationships.

The book begins with a discussion of the role of letter-writing within the Roman aristocracy and the use of
linguistic politeness to convey respect to fellow members of the elite. Hall then analyzes the deployment of
conventionalized expressions of affection and goodwill to cultivate alliances with ambitious rivals and the
diplomatic exploitation of "polite fictions" at times of political tension. The book also explores the strategies
of politeness employed by Cicero and his correspondents when making requests and dispensing advice, and
when engaging in epistolary disagreements. (His exchanges with Appius Claudius Pulcher, Munatius
Plancus, and Mark Antony receive particular emphasis.) Its detailed analysis of specific letters places the
reader at the very heart of Late Republican political negotiations and provides a new critical approach to
Latin epistolography.
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From reader reviews:

Irma Patterson:

The reserve untitled Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters is the e-book that recommended to you you
just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to a person. The language that
publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a lot of investigation when
write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the
e-book of Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Ignacio Lewis:

The book untitled Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will bring you in the
new period of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or
model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site and order it. Have a nice learn.

Florence Taylor:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can have
the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Politeness and Politics in Cicero's
Letters which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Charles Stubblefield:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters or even
others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to
read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those ebooks
are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book
likes Politeness and Politics in Cicero's Letters to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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