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Fallingwater Rising is a biography not of a person but of the most famous house of the twentieth century.
Scholars and the public have long extolled the house that Frank Lloyd Wright perched over a Pennsylvania
waterfall in 1937, but the full story has never been told.

When he got the commission to design the house, Wright was nearing seventy, his youth and his early fame
long gone. It was the Depression, and Wright had no work in sight. Into his orbit stepped Edgar J.
Kaufmann, a Pittsburgh department-store mogul–“the smartest retailer in America”–and a philanthropist
with the burning ambition to build a world-famous work of architecture. It was an unlikely collaboration: the
Jewish merchant who had little concern for modern architecture and the brilliant modernist who was leery of
Jews. But the two men collaborated to produce an extraordinary building of lasting architectural significance
that brought international fame to them both and confirmed Wright’s position as the greatest architect of the
twentieth century.

Fallingwater Rising is also an enthralling family drama, involving Kaufmann, his beautiful cousin/wife,
Liliane, and their son, Edgar Jr., whose own role in the creation of Fallingwater and its ongoing reputation is
central to the story. Involving such key figures of the l930s as Frida Kahlo, Albert Einstein, Henry R. Luce,
William Randolph Hearst, Ayn Rand, and Franklin Roosevelt, Fallingwater Rising shows us how E. J.
Kaufmann’s house became not just Wright’s masterpiece but a fundamental icon of American life.

One of the pleasures of the book is its rich evocation of the upper-crust society of Pittsburgh–Carnegie,
Frick, the Mellons–a society that was socially reactionary but luxury-loving and baronial in its tastes,
hobbies, and sexual attitudes (Kaufmann had so many mistresses that his store issued them distinctive charge
plates they could use without paying).

Franklin Toker has been studying Fallingwater for eighteen years. No one but he could have given us this
compelling saga of the most famous private house in the world and the dramatic personal story of the
fascinating people who made and used it.

A major contribution to both architectural and social history.
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From reader reviews:

Marcos Anderson:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive now, people have
do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than
other is high. In your case who want to start reading a book, we give you that Fallingwater Rising: Frank
Lloyd Wright, E. J. Kaufmann, and America's Most Extraordinary House book as basic and daily reading
guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Helen Tate:

Typically the book Fallingwater Rising: Frank Lloyd Wright, E. J. Kaufmann, and America's Most
Extraordinary House will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to read, this book very acceptable to you. The
book Fallingwater Rising: Frank Lloyd Wright, E. J. Kaufmann, and America's Most Extraordinary House is
much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you
can quicker to read the book.

Melvin Schroeder:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fallingwater Rising: Frank Lloyd Wright,
E. J. Kaufmann, and America's Most Extraordinary House can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Mandy Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important along with book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Fallingwater
Rising: Frank Lloyd Wright, E. J. Kaufmann, and America's Most Extraordinary House.
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