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A must-read for transit buffs, From a Nickel to a Token chronicles twenty specific events in the history
of New York City's mass transit systems between 1940 and 1968, including large numbers of rare
photos.

Streetcars "are as dead as sailing ships," said Mayor Fiorello LaGuardia in a radio speech, two days before
Madison Avenue's streetcars yielded to buses. LaGuardia was determined to eliminate streetcars, demolish
pre-1900 elevated lines, and unify the subway system, a goal that became reality in 1940 when the separate
IRT, BMT, and IND became one giant system under full public control.

In this fascinating micro-history of New York's transit system, Andrew Sparberg examines twenty
specific events between 1940 and 1968, book ended by subway unification and the MTA's creation. From a
Nickel to a Token depicts a potpourri of well-remembered, partially forgotten, and totally obscure
happenings drawn from the historical tapestry of New York mass transit. Sparberg deftly captures five
boroughs of grit, chaos, and emotion grappling with a massive and unwieldy transit system.

During these decades, the system morphed into today's familiar network. The public sector absorbed most
private surface lines operating within the five boroughs, and buses completely replaced streetcars. Elevated
lines were demolished, replaced by subways or, along Manhattan's Third Avenue, not at all. Beyond the
unification of the IND, IRT, and BMT, strategic track connections were built between lines to allow a
more flexible and unified operation. The oldest subway routes received much needed rehabilitation.
Thousands of new subway cars and buses were purchased. The sacred nickel fare barrier was broken, and by
1968 a ride cost twenty cents.

From LaGuardia to Lindsay, mayors devoted much energy to solving transit problems, keeping fares low,
and appeasing voters, fellow elected officials, transit management, and labor leaders. Simultaneously,
American society was experiencing tumultuous times, manifested by labor disputes, economic pressures, and
civil rights protests.

Featuring many photos never before published, From a Nickel to a Token is a historical trip back in time to
a multitude of important events.
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From reader reviews:

Mathew Jones:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like looking
at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or exercise. Well,
probably you will need this From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA
(Empire State Editions).

Ruth Morefield:

This From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions)
are usually reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this
From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) can
be on the list of great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed
you with information that perhaps will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can
bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed people. Beside that this From a
Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) forcing you
to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we
realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Rachel Haley:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share their idea.
Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story as well
as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the ebooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some research before they write to their book. One of them is this From a Nickel to a
Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions).

Allen Lutz:

This From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions)
is great publication for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with
world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize
word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core



information with attractive delivering sentences. Having From a Nickel to a Token: The Journey from Board
of Transportation to MTA (Empire State Editions) in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it
is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen
small right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic
do you still doubt that will?
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