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From 1868–1872, German geologist Ferdinand von Richthofen went on an expedition to China. His reports
on what he found there would transform Western interest in China from the land of porcelain and tea to a
repository of immense coal reserves. By the 1890s, European and American powers and the Qing state and
local elites battled for control over the rights to these valuable mineral deposits. As coal went from a useful
commodity to the essential fuel of industrialization, this vast natural resource would prove integral to the
struggle for political control of China.

Geology served both as the handmaiden to European imperialism and the rallying point of Chinese resistance
to Western encroachment. In the late nineteenth century both foreign powers and the Chinese viewed control
over mineral resources as the key to modernization and industrialization. When the first China Geological
Survey began work in the 1910s, conceptions of natural resources had already shifted, and the Qing state
expanded its control over mining rights, setting the precedent for the subsequent Republican and People's
Republic of China regimes.

In Empires of Coal, Shellen Xiao Wu argues that the changes specific to the late Qing were part of global
trends in the nineteenth century, when the rise of science and industrialization destabilized global systems
and caused widespread unrest and the toppling of ruling regimes around the world.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Stanfield:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into
the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) is our recommendation to
help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Susan Ford:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-
1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Jerry Goble:

The reason why? Because this Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-
1920 (Studies of the Weatherhead East Asian In) is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it
was fantastic author who also write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book include such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Joseph Southard:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
read. Empires of Coal: Fueling China’s Entry into the Modern World Order, 1860-1920 (Studies of the
Weatherhead East Asian In) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare
time problems.
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