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A major contribution to the cultural and literary history of the Victorian age, Rule of Darkness maps the
complex relationship between Victorian literary forms, genres, and theories and imperialist, racist ideology.
Critics and cultural historians have usually regarded the Empire as being of marginal importance to early and
mid-Victorian writers. Patrick Brantlinger asserts that the Empire was central to British culture as a source of
ideological and artistic energy, both supported by and lending support to widespread belief in racial
superiority, the need to transform "savagery" into "civilization," and the urgency of promoting emigration.

Rule of Darkness brings together material from public records, memoirs, popular culture, and canonical
literature. Brantlinger explores the influence of the novels of Captain Frederick Marryat, pioneer of British
adolescent adventure fiction, and shows the importance of William Makepeace Thackeray's experience of
India to his novels. He treats a number of Victorian best sellers previously ignored by literary historians,
including the Anglo-Indian writer Philip Meadows Taylor's Confessions of a Thug and Seeta. Brantlinger
situates explorers' narratives and travelogues by such famous author-adventurers as David Livingstone and
Sir Richard Burton in relation to other forms of Victorian and Edwardian prose. Through readings of works
by Arthur Conan Doyle, Joseph Conrad, H. Rider Haggard, Rudyard Kipling, John Hobson, and many
others, he considers representations of Africa, India, and other non-British parts of the world in both fiction
and nonfiction.

The most comprehensive study yet of literature and imperialism in the early and mid-Victorian years, Rule of
Darkness offers, in addition, a revisionary interpretation of imperialism as a significant factor in later British
cultural history, from the 1880s to World War I. It is essential reading for anyone concerned with Victorian
culture and society and, more generally, with the relationship between Victorian writers and imperialism,
'and between racist ideology and patterns of domination in modern history.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Reynolds:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-
1914. Try to stumble through book Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 as your
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you a lot more
confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let us make new experience along
with knowledge with this book.

Donald Purcell:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get
based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if
you want truly feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically
the Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 is kind of book which is giving the
reader erratic experience.

Christopher Dixon:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Rule of Darkness:
British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914is a
single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the
world. When you read this guide you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-
book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of
the world on this book.

Ruth Paiz:

You can obtain this Rule of Darkness: British Literature and Imperialism, 1830-1914 by go to the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your
mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still



upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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