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Elizabeth Gaskell's Wives and Daughters is a story of romance, scandal and intrigue within the confines of a
watchful, gossiping English village during the early nineteenth century. This Penguin Classics edition is
edited with an introduction and notes by Pam Morris. When seventeen-year-old Molly Gibson's widowed
father remarries, her life is turned upside down by the arrival of her vain, manipulative stepfather. She also
acquires an intriguing new stepsister, Cynthia, glamorous, sophisticated and irresistible to every man she
meets. The two girls begin to confide in one another and Molly soon finds herself a go-between in Cynthia's
love affairs - but in doing so risks losing both her own reputation and the man she secretly loves. Set in
English society before the 1832 Reform Bill, Elizabeth Gaskell's last novel - considered to be her finest -
demonstrates an intelligent and compassionate understanding of human relationships, and offers a witty,
ironic critique of mid-Victorian society. This text is based on the 1866 Cornhill Magazine version of the
novel. It also includes notes on textual variants between this edition and the original manuscript, a note on
the story's ending and an introduction discussing the novel's challenging investigation of themes of
Englishness, Darwinism and masculine authority. Elizabeth Gaskell (1810-65) was born in London, but grew
up in the north of England in the village of Knutsford. In 1832 she married the Reverend William Gaskell
and had four daughters, and one son who died in infancy. Her first novel, Mary Barton, was published in
1848, winning the attention of Charles Dickens, and most of her later work was published in his journals,
including Cranford (1853), serialised in Dickens's Household Words. She was also a lifelong friend of
Charlotte Brontë, whose biography she wrote. If you enjoyed Wives and Daughters, you might like Thomas
Hardy's The Return of the Native, also available in Penguin Classics. 'No nineteenth-century novel contains a
more devastating rejection than this of the Victorian male assumption of moral authority' Pam Morris
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From reader reviews:

Samuel Tapp:

The guide untitled Wives and Daughters (Penguin Classics) is the reserve that recommended to you to learn.
You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Wives and Daughters (Penguin Classics) from the
publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

William Stone:

Typically the book Wives and Daughters (Penguin Classics) has a lot associated with on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after reading this article book.

Jesus Jones:

As a pupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading very seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this Wives and Daughters (Penguin Classics) can make you feel more interested to read.

Earl Wright:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You have to know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by
book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is this Wives and Daughters
(Penguin Classics).
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