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In his presidential inaugural address of January 1965, Lyndon Johnson offered an uplifting vision for
America, one that would end poverty and racial injustice. Elected in a landslide over the conservative
Republican Barry Goldwater and bolstered by the so-called liberal consensus, economic prosperity, and a
strong wave of nostalgia for his martyred predecessor, John Kennedy, Johnson announced the most
ambitious government agenda in decades. Three years later, everything had changed. Johnson's approval
ratings had plummeted; the liberal consensus was shattered; the war in Vietnam splintered the nation; and the
politics of civil rights had created a fierce white backlash. A report from the National Committee for an
Effective Congress warned of a "national nervous breakdown."

The election of 1968 was immediately caught up in a swirl of powerful forces, and the nine men who sought
the nation's highest office that year attempted to ride them to victory-or merely survive them. On the
Democratic side, Eugene McCarthy energized the anti-war movement; George Wallace spoke to the
working-class white backlash; Robert Kennedy took on the mantle of his slain brother. Entangled in
Vietnam, Johnson, stunningly, opted not to run again, scrambling the odds. On the Republican side, 1968
saw the vindication of Richard Nixon, who outhustled Nelson Rockefeller, Ronald Reagan and George
Romney, by navigating between the conservative and moderate wings of the Republican Party. The
assassinations of first Martin Luther King, Jr., and then Kennedy seemed to push the country to the brink of
chaos, a chaos reflected in the Democratic Convention in Chicago, a televised horror show. Vice President
Hubert Humphrey emerged as the nominee, and, finally liberating himself from Johnson's grip, nearly
overcame the lead long enjoyed by Nixon who, by exploiting division and channeling the national yearning
for order, would be the last man standing.

In American Maelstrom, Michael A. Cohen captures the full drama of this watershed election, establishing
1968 as the hinge between the decline of political liberalism, the ascendancy of conservative populism, and
the rise of anti-government attitudes that continue to dominate the nation's political discourse. In this
sweeping and immersive book, equal parts compelling analysis and thrilling narrative, Cohen takes us to the
very source of our modern politics of division.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Bell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question since just their
can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start from
on kindergarten until university need this particular American Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and the Politics
of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) to read.

Calvin Williams:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the name American
Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) suitable
to you? Typically the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled American Maelstrom:
The 1968 Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History)is one of several
books that everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this publication. This book
will give you a lots of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world within
this book.

Joel Jones:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
American Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American
History) your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe
mysterious for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication
then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get just before. The American
Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and the Politics of Division (Pivotal Moments in American History) giving
you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your better
life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind is going
to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary spending spare time activity?

William Stone:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From



media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the American Maelstrom: The 1968 Election and the Politics of Division
(Pivotal Moments in American History) when you needed it?
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