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Despite the Odds poses an important question: How can we account for successful policy reform initiatives
when the political cards are stacked against change? Theories of politics usually predict that reform
initiatives will be unsuccessful when powerful groups are opposed to change and institutions are biased
against it. This book, however, shows how the strategic choices of reform proponents alter the destinies of
policy reforms by reshaping power equations and undermining institutional biases that impede change.

In many countries, the political path to reform can be daunting. Antireform interests are powerful and
support for change is, at best, lukewarm. Centrally important institutions strongly defend the policy status
quo. Despite these political odds, reformers have seized the initiative in promoting reform, weakening and
marginalizing opposition groups, and marshaling political patrons and networks to advance their initiatives.

Despite the Odds opens the "black box" of decision making in five initiatives designed to enhance the quality
of education services in Latin America. The book addresses the strategies used by reformers to manage the
political process of change and those adopted by opposition groups and institutions resisting their efforts.
Individual chapters consider how leaders set national policy agendas for education, how policy design teams
created the content of reform initiatives, how they dealt with the messy and public confrontations that
greeted reform proposals when they were announced, and the carryover of political conflict when they were
implemented.
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From reader reviews:

Randy Garrison:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They
have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start from on pre-school until university need this Despite the
Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform to read.

Christopher Hardnett:

The particular book Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform will bring you to
definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In the
event you try to find new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Despite the Odds: The
Contentious Politics of Education Reform is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-
book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Susan Douglas:

This Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform is great guide for you because the
content that is full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every
minute. That book reveal it facts accurately using great coordinate word or we can state no rambling
sentences within it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it
only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences.
Having Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform in your hand like obtaining the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world in ten or
fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do
you still doubt that will?

Bonnie Wilson:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This particular Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of
Education Reform can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to
get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have Despite the Odds: The
Contentious Politics of Education Reform.
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