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Chapters 22 and 23 of 2 Kings tell the story of the religious reforms of the Judean King Josiah, who
systematically destroyed the cult places and installations where his own people worshipped in order to purify
Israelite religion and consolidate religious authority in the hands of the Jerusalem temple priests. Josiah's
Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement is the first study to explicitly address the ritual dimensions of the
text. Lauren A.S. Monroe argues that the use of cultic and ritual language in the account of the reform is key
to understanding the history of the text's composition, and illuminates the essential, interrelated processes of
textual growth and identity construction in ancient Israel.

By attending to the specific acts of defilement attributed to Josiah as they resonate within the larger
framework of Israelite ritual, Monroe's work illuminates aspects of the text's language and fundamental
interests that have their closest parallels in the priestly legal corpus known as the Holiness Code (Leviticus
17-26), as well as in other priestly texts that describe methods of eliminating contamination.

The priestly composition was then later reshaped in the hands of a post-Josianic, exilic or post-exilic
Deuteronomistic historian who transformed his source material to suit his own ideological interests. The
account of Josiah's reform is thus imprinted with the cultural and religious attitudes of two different sets of
authors. Teasing these apart reveals a dialogue on sacred space, sanctified violence and the nature of Israelite
religion that was formative in the development not only of 2 Kings 23, but more broadly of the historical
books of the Bible.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Kier:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your problem; you can
add your knowledge by the reserve entitled Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites
of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text. Try to face the book Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of
Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text as your good friend. It means that
it can being your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far more confidence because you can
know almost everything by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition to knowledge with
this book.

Marcia Ogburn:

This Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a
Biblical Text book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper
you actually read a lot of information you will get. This particular Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of
Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text without we understand teach the
one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Josiah's Reform and the
Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text can bring if you are
and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop
even phone. This Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the
Making of a Biblical Text having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Louise Perez:

Here thing why this particular Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence
and the Making of a Biblical Text are different and dependable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is
good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not.
Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical
Text giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
guide that similar with Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the
Making of a Biblical Text. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your personal eyes about
the thing which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of Josiah's Reform and the Dynamics of
Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text in e-book can be your alternate.



Micheal Goggin:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Josiah's Reform and the
Dynamics of Defilement: Israelite Rites of Violence and the Making of a Biblical Text which is finding the
e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.
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