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As the Cold War followed on the heels of the Second World War, as the Nuremburg Trials faded in the
shadow of the Iron Curtain, both the Germans and the West were quick to accept the idea that Hitler's army
had been no SS, no Gestapo, that it was a professional force little touched by Nazi politics. But in this
compelling account Omer Bartov reveals a very different history, as he probes the experience of the average
soldier to show just how thoroughly Nazi ideology permeated the army.

In Hitler's Army, Bartov focuses on the titanic struggle between Germany and the Soviet Union--where the
vast majority of German troops fought--to show how the savagery of war reshaped the army in Hitler's
image. Both brutalized and brutalizing, these soldiers needed to see their bitter sacrifices as noble patriotism
and to justify their own atrocities by seeing their victims as subhuman. In the unprecedented ferocity and
catastrophic losses of the Eastrn front, he writes, soldiers embraced the idea that the war was a defense of
civilization against Jewish/Bolshevik barbarism, a war of racial survival to be waged at all costs. Bartov
describes the incredible scale and destruction of the invasion of Russia in horrific detail. Even in the first
months--often depicted as a time of easy victories--undermanned and ill-equipped German units were
stretched to the breaking point by vast distances and bitter Soviet resistance. Facing scarce supplies and
enormous casualties, the average soldier sank to ta a primitive level of existence, re-experiencing the trench
warfare of World War I under the most extreme weather conditions imaginable; the fighting itself was
savage, and massacres of prisoners were common. Troops looted food and supplies from civilians with wild
abandon; they mercilessly wiped out villages suspected of aiding partisans. Incredible losses led to recruits
being thrown together in units that once had been filled with men from the same communities, making Nazi
ideology even more important as a binding force. And they were further brutalized by a military justice
system that executed almost 15,000 German soldiers during the war. Bartov goes on to explore letters,
diaries, military reports, and other sources, showing how widespread Hitler's views became among common
fighting men--men who grew up, he reminds us, under the Nazi regime. In the end, they truly became Hitler's
army.

In six years of warfare, the vast majority of German men passed through the Wehrmacht and almost every
family had a relative who fought in the East. Bartov's powerful new account of how deeply Nazi ideology
penetrated the army sheds new light on how deeply it penetrated the nation. Hitler's Army makes an
important correction not merely to the historical record but to how we see the world today.
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From reader reviews:

Sun Byrd:

This Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book
is information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This particular Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in
the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich
(Oxford Paperbacks) can bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in
the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
experience uninterested in reading.

Babara Lopez:

The actual book Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) will bring
you to definitely the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Hitler's Army:
Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) is much recommended to you to study.
You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Jamie Sparks:

Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to put every word into joy
arrangement in writing Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks)
nevertheless doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Joe Williams:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching for
the Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich (Oxford Paperbacks) when you needed it?
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