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Shakespeare’s plays abound with kings and leaders who crave a public stage and seize every opportunity to
make their lives a performance: Antony, Cleopatra, Richard III, Othello, and many others. Such self-
dramatizing characters appear in the work of other playwrights of the era as well, Marlowe’s Edward II and
Tamburlaine among them. But Elizabethan playwrights were not alone in realizing that a sense of theater
was essential to the exercise of power. Real rulers knew it, too, and none better than Queen Elizabeth. In this
fascinating study of political stagecraft in the Elizabethan era, Garry Wills explores a period of vast cultural
and political change during which the power of make-believe to make power real was not just a theory but an
essential truth.
 
Wills examines English culture as Catholic Christianity’s rituals were being overturned and a Protestant
queen took the throne. New iconographies of power were necessary for the new Renaissance liturgy to
displace the medieval church-state. The author illuminates the extensive imaginative constructions that went
into Elizabeth’s reign and the explosion of great Tudor and Stuart drama that provided the imaginative power
to support her long and successful rule.
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From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as
Theater in Shakespeare's Time. All type of book could you see on many sources. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Jose Higham:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Making Make-Believe Real: Politics
as Theater in Shakespeare's Time book as this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Jesus Allgood:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on
what kind of book you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The Making Make-
Believe Real: Politics as Theater in Shakespeare's Time is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Brenda Moulton:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books in
the top collection in your reading list will be Making Make-Believe Real: Politics as Theater in
Shakespeare's Time. This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
getting precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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