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At the end of the sixteenth century and the turn of the first Islamic millennium, the powerful Mughal
emperor Akbar declared himself the most sacred being on earth. The holiest of all saints and above the
distinctions of religion, he styled himself as the messiah reborn. Yet the Mughal emperor was not alone in
doing so. In this field-changing study, A. Azfar Moin explores why Muslim sovereigns in this period began
to imitate the exalted nature of Sufi saints. Uncovering a startling yet widespread phenomenon, he shows
how the charismatic pull of sainthood (wilayat)?rather than the draw of religious law (sharia) or holy war
(jihad)?inspired a new style of sovereignty in Islam.

A work of history richly informed by the anthropology of religion and art, The Millennial Sovereign traces
how royal dynastic cults and shrine-centered Sufism came together in the imperial cultures of Timurid
Central Asia, Safavid Iran, and Mughal India. By juxtaposing imperial chronicles, paintings, and architecture
with theories of sainthood, apocalyptic treatises, and manuals on astrology and magic, Moin uncovers a
pattern of Islamic politics shaped by Sufi and millennial motifs. He shows how alchemical symbols and
astrological rituals enveloped the body of the monarch, casting him as both spiritual guide and material lord.
Ultimately, Moin offers a striking new perspective on the history of Islam and the religious and political
developments linking South Asia and Iran in early-modern times.
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From reader reviews:

Douglas Dossett:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
require something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster.
And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question since just their can do which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this particular The Millennial Sovereign:
Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines) to read.

Jean Gadson:

This book untitled The Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across
the Disciplines) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you
can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily
to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to
past this reserve from your list.

Donald Mobley:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a e-book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you reading
through a book especially fiction book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the character types
do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Millennial Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines), you can
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading a publication.

Sean Jones:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, limited story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving The Millennial
Sovereign: Sacred Kingship and Sainthood in Islam (South Asia Across the Disciplines) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
always be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you could pick
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