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What is humanism and why does it matter? Is there any doctrine every humanist must hold? If it rejects
religion, what does it offer in its place? Have the twentieth century’s crimes against humanity spelled the end
for humanism?

On Humanism is a timely and powerfully argued philosophical defence of humanism. It is also an
impassioned plea that we turn to ourselves, not religion, if we want to answer Socrates’ age-old question:
what is the best kind of life to lead? Although humanism has much in common with science, Richard
Norman shows that it is far from a denial of the more mysterious, fragile side of being human. He deals with
big questions such as Darwinism and ‘creation science’, matter and consciousness, euthanasia and abortion,
and then argues that it is ultimately through the human capacity for art, literature and the imagination that
humanism is a powerful alternative to religious belief.

This revised second edition includes a new chapter on the debates between ‘the New Atheists’ such as
Richard Dawkins and Christopher Hitchens and their religious critics, asking why the two sides in the debate
so often seem to be talking past one another, and suggesting how the conversation could be made more
fruitful.

Richard Norman is a committed humanist and the author of many books including The Moral Philosophers
and Ethics, Killing and War. He was formerly Professor of Philosophy at the University of Kent, Canterbury
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From reader reviews:

Derek Morton:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book On Humanism (Thinking in Action). You can
choose the best book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book On
Humanism (Thinking in Action). You can add information and of course you can around the world by the
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In
this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it
when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

James Jackson:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for us. The book On Humanism (Thinking in Action) ended
up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication On Humanism (Thinking in Action) is not only giving you far more new
information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your personal spend
time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book On Humanism (Thinking in
Action). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Willard Edwards:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold
on guys that aren't like that. This On Humanism (Thinking in Action) book is readable by you who hate the
straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without
leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving On Humanism (Thinking
in Action) content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking On Humanism
(Thinking in Action) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Neil Dussault:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. In this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just in search
of the On Humanism (Thinking in Action) when you required it?
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