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This comprehensive history of black humor sets it in the context of American popular culture. Blackface
minstrelsy, Stepin Fetchit, and the Amos ’n’ Andy show presented a distorted picture of African Americans;
this book contrasts this image with the authentic underground humor of African Americans found in
folktales, race records, and all-black shows and films. After generations of stereotypes, the underground
humor finally emerged before the American public with Richard Pryor in the 1970s. But Pryor was not the
first popular comic to present authentically black humor. Watkins offers surprising reassessments of such
seminal figures as Fetchit, Bert Williams, Moms Mabley, and Redd Foxx, looking at how they paved the
way for contemporary comics such as Whoopi Goldberg, Eddie Murphy, and Bill Cosby.
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From reader reviews:

Luisa Johnson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book On the Real Side: A
History of African American Comedy. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for
the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Shelby:

The experience that you get from On the Real Side: A History of African American Comedy is a more deep
you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean
that this book is hard to be aware of but On the Real Side: A History of African American Comedy giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along with you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular On the Real Side: A
History of African American Comedy instantly.

John Edwards:

The particular book On the Real Side: A History of African American Comedy has a lot info on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Isaiah Owens:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Attempt to
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its deal with may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer is usually On the Real Side: A History of African American Comedy why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you
to pick up this book.
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