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This volume seeks to contribute to an interdisciplinary, comparative, and historical study of Western welfare
states. It attempts to link their historical dynamics and contemporary problems in an international
perspective.

Building on collaboration between European-and American-based research groups, the editors have
coordinated contributions by economists, political scientists, sociologists, and historians. The developments
they analyze cover a time span from the initiation of modern national social policies at the end of the
nineteenth century to the present.

The experiences of all the presently existing Western European systems except Spain and Portugal are
systematically encompassed, with comparisons developed selectively with the experiences of the United
States and Canada. The development of the social security systems, of public expenditures!and taxation, of
public education and educational opportunities, and of income inequality are described, compared, and
analyzed for varying groupings of the Western European and North American nations.

This volume addresses itself mainly to two audiences. The first includes all students of policy

problems of the welfare states who seek to gain a comparative perspective and historical understanding. A
second group may be more interested in the theory and empirical analysis of long-term societal
developments. In this context, the growth of the welfare states ranges as a major departure, along with the
development of national states and capitalist economies.

The welfare state is interpreted as a general phenomenon of modernization, as a product of the increasing
differentiation and the growing size of societies on the one hand, and of processes of social and political
mobilization on the other. It is an important element of the structural convergence of modern societies — by
its mere weight in all countries — and at the same time a source of divergence by the variations within its
institutional structure.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Development of Welfare States in Europe
and America. All type of book would you see on many sources. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Barbara Kimmel:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can have
the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like The Development of Welfare States in
Europe and America which is getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.

Tara Scribner:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you may have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular The Development of Welfare States in
Europe and America can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point
that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Development of Welfare States in Europe and America.

Lillian Burbank:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just in search of the The Development of Welfare States in Europe and America when you required it?
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