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The modern world claims to inherit the values of the Enlightenment. Enlightenment Interrupted suggests a
different genealogy. Instead of carrying on the Enlightenment it grew out of its suppression and forgetting, a
founding act of bad faith and willed blindness that has haunted our world from its birth.

In this groundbreaking analysis Michael Steinberg restores German Idealism to its rightful place as the
culmination of the Enlightenment critique. Its great achievement was to move beyond the self-world
dichotomy at the heart of Western thought. In the work of Fichte, especially, the recognition that all human
life is the product of collective human activity had revolutionary implications. After 1815, however, in the
aftermath of a quarter century of revolution, philosophers and politicians alike swept such challenges under
the carpet. Modernity was thus founded in reaction.

Lucidly written and accessible to non-specialists, Enlightenment Interrupted places the Idealists in the
contexts of Romanticism, the brief contemporary openness to non-Western thought, and the political and
social experimentation of the French Revolution. What followed was not a development of those tendencies
but a retreat to the opposition of self and world and a drastic reduction in intellectual and social possibilities.
This is one source of the collective impotence that sees the twenty-first century in a lockstep march to
disaster.
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From reader reviews:

Berneice Ritzman:

The guide untitled Enlightenment Interrupted: The Lost Moment of German Idealism and the Reactionary
Present is the publication that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their way of doing
something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book,
therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of
Enlightenment Interrupted: The Lost Moment of German Idealism and the Reactionary Present from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Mary Young:

Typically the book Enlightenment Interrupted: The Lost Moment of German Idealism and the Reactionary
Present has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can find the point easily after scanning this book.

Stephen Comerford:

Precisely why? Because this Enlightenment Interrupted: The Lost Moment of German Idealism and the
Reactionary Present is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter
it will zap you with the secret it inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help
improving your talent and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have
been you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Silvia Doucet:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
better to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,
book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book
that recommended to you is Enlightenment Interrupted: The Lost Moment of German Idealism and the
Reactionary Present this reserve consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book acceptable all of you.
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