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"Sharp’s book reemphasizes the tremendous costs of maintaining the death penalty—costs to real people and
real families that ripple throughout generations to come."—Saundra D. Westervelt, author of Shifting the
Blame: How Victimization Became a Criminal Defense

"Everyone concerned with the effects of capital punishment must have this book."—Margaret Vandiver,
professor, department of criminology and criminal justice, University of Memphis

Murderers, particularly those sentenced to death, are considered by most to be unusually heinous, often sub-
human, and entirely different from the rest of us. In Hidden Victims, sociologist Susan F. Sharp challenges
this culturally ingrained perspective by reminding us that those individuals facing a death sentence, in
addition to being murderers, are brothers or sisters, mothers or fathers, daughters or sons, relatives or friends.
Through a series of vivid and in-depth interviews with families of the accused, she demonstrates how the
exceptionally severe way in which we view those on death row trickles down to those with whom they are
closely connected. Sharp shows how family members and friends—in effect, the indirect victims of the
initial crime—experience a profoundly complicated and socially isolating grief process.

Departing from a humanist perspective from which most accounts of victims are told, Sharp makes her case
from a sociological standpoint that draws out the parallel experiences and coping mechanisms of these
individuals. Chapters focus on responses to sentencing, the particular structure of grieving faced by this
population, execution, aftermath, wrongful conviction, family formation after conviction, and the complex
situation of individuals related to both the killer and the victim.

Powerful, poignant, and intelligently written, Hidden Victims challenges all of us—regardless of which side
of the death penalty you are on—to understand the economic, social, and psychological repercussions that
shape the lives of the often forgotten families of death row inmates.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not striving Hidden Victims: The
Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can
be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they react in the direction of the world. It
can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick
Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and
Society) become your current starter.

Shari Yung:

With this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. One of
the books in the top listing in your reading list is definitely Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty
on Families of the Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society). This book that is qualified as The Hungry
Mountains can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By looking right up and review this
publication you can get many advantages.

Louie Thompson:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the
Accused (Critical Issues in Crime and Society) can make you feel more interested to read.

Charlotte Lee:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information originating from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source this filled
update of news. With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or



just trying to find the Hidden Victims: The Effects of the Death Penalty on Families of the Accused (Critical
Issues in Crime and Society) when you desired it?
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