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During World War II, polio epidemics in the United States were viewed as the country's "other war at
home": they could be neither predicted nor contained, and paralyzed patients faced disability in a world
unfriendly to the disabled. These realities were exacerbated by the medical community's enforced orthodoxy
in treating the disease, treatments that generally consisted of ineffective therapies.

Polio Wars is the story of Sister Elizabeth Kenny -- "Sister" being a reference to her status as a senior nurse,
not a religious designation -- who arrived in the US from Australia in 1940 espousing an unorthodox
approach to the treatment of polio. Kenny approached the disease as a non-neurological affliction,
championing such novel therapies as hot packs and muscle exercises in place of splinting, surgery, and
immobilization. Her care embodied a different style of clinical practice, one of optimistic, patient-centered
treatments that gave hope to desperate patients and families.

The Kenny method, initially dismissed by the US medical establishment, gained overwhelming support over
the ensuing decade, including the endorsement of the National Foundation for Infantile Paralysis (today's
March of Dimes), America's largest disease philanthropy. By 1952, a Gallup Poll identified Sister Kenny as
most admired woman in America, and she went on to serve as an expert witness at Congressional hearings
on scientific research, a foundation director, and the subject of a Hollywood film. Kenny breached
professional and social mores, crafting a public persona that blended Florence Nightingale and Marie Curie.

By the 1980s, following the discovery of the Salk and Sabin vaccines and the March of Dimes' withdrawal
from polio research, most Americans had forgotten polio, its therapies, and Sister Kenny. In examining this
historical arc and the public's process of forgetting, Naomi Rogers presents Kenny as someone worth
remembering. Polio Wars recalls both the passion and the practices of clinical care and explores them in
their own terms.
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From reader reviews:

David Hester:

Within other case, little people like to read book Polio Wars: Sister Kenny and the Golden Age of American
Medicine. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important a new book Polio Wars: Sister Kenny and the Golden Age of American Medicine. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can know everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will find yourself
known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Penny Laughlin:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a e-book your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other
is high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Polio Wars: Sister Kenny
and the Golden Age of American Medicine book as beginning and daily reading e-book. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Jan Dixon:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the book untitled Polio Wars: Sister Kenny and the Golden Age of American
Medicine can be fine book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Arthur Fabry:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book Polio Wars: Sister Kenny and the Golden Age of American
Medicine was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Polio Wars: Sister Kenny
and the Golden Age of American Medicine has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For
example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all
of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book to suit your needs and try to like reading in which.
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