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An important work by 20-century philosopher Hans Blumenberg, here translated into English for the first
time, The Laughter of the Thracian Woman describes the reception history of an anecdote best known from
Plato's Theaetetus dialogue: while focused on observing the stars, the early astronomer and proto-
philosopher Thales of Miletus fails to see a well directly in his path and tumbles down. A Thracian servant
girl laughs, amused that he sought to understand what was above him when he was not mindful of what was
right in front of him.

Variants of this story recur in texts by Diogenes Laertius, Church Fathers Tertullian and Eusebius, medieval
and Renaissance-era preachers, Enlightenment figures Voltaire, Montaigne, Bacon, and Kant, and later in
works by Feuerbach, Nietzsche, Heidegger, and Blumenberg's own colleagues. Some of these philosophers
sympathize with Thales' ambitions while others chastise his negligence. Blumenberg sees the story as a
highly sought substitute for our missing knowledge of the earliest historical events that would fit the label
“theory.” By retelling the anecdote, philosophers reveal their distinctive values regarding absorption in
curiosity, philosophy's past, and the demand that theorists abide by sanctioned methods and procedures.

In this work and others, Blumenberg demonstrates that philosophers' most beloved images and anecdotes
have become indispensable to philosophy as metaphors; that is, as representations whose meanings remain
indefinite and invite frequent reinterpretation.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Edwards:

With other case, little men and women like to read book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A
Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German Studies). You can choose the best book if you want
reading a book. Providing we know about how is important any book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman:
A Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German Studies). You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple point until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet
unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Irma Chavez:

The book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German
Studies) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem along
with your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A Protohistory
of Theory (New Directions in German Studies) being your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add
your personal capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like available and read a guide The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A Protohistory of
Theory (New Directions in German Studies). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

Jeffrey Martinez:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A Protohistory of
Theory (New Directions in German Studies) had been making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book The Laughter of the Thracian
Woman: A Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German Studies) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to be your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own spend time
to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book The Laughter of the Thracian Woman: A
Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German Studies). You never feel lose out for everything in the
event you read some books.

Lauren Miner:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this book. This The Laughter of the Thracian
Woman: A Protohistory of Theory (New Directions in German Studies) is simple to create you can read it in
the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed



book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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