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Here is an animated and wonderfully engaging work of cultural history that lays out America’s unruly
past by describing the ways in which cutting loose has always been, and still is, an essential part of
what it means to be an American.
 
From the time the Pilgrims landed at Plymouth Rock, Americans have defied their stodgy rules and
hierarchies with pranks, dances, stunts, and wild parties, shaping the national character in profound and
lasting ways. In the nation’s earlier eras, revelers flouted Puritans, Patriots pranked Redcoats, slaves
lampooned masters, and forty-niners bucked the saddles of an increasingly uptight middle class. In the
twentieth century, fun-loving Americans celebrated this heritage and pushed it even further: flappers
“barney-mugged” in “petting pantries,” Yippies showered the New York Stock Exchange with dollar bills,
and B-boys invented hip-hop in a war zone in the Bronx.
 
This is the surprising and revelatory history that John Beckman recounts in American Fun. Tying together
captivating stories of Americans’ “pursuit of happiness”—and distinguishing between real, risky fun and the
bland amusements that paved the way for Hollywood, Disneyland, and Xbox—Beckman redefines American
culture with a delightful and provocative thesis.
 
(With black-and-white illustrations throughout.)
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From reader reviews:

Stephanie Wilkes:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important point to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt will
make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little
thing. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Susan Chestnut:

The book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see,
this book very suited to you. The book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily
to read the book.

Nora Cordova:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important along with book as to be the point. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update with regards to something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims American
Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt.

Rose Miller:

Many people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous
Revolt to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you
similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and go through it. Beside
that the reserve American Fun: Four Centuries of Joyous Revolt can to be your brand-new friend when
you're sense alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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