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Did God create man or did man create God? In this book, Dianna Kenny examines religious belief through a
variety of perspectives – psychoanalytic, cognitive, neuropsychological, sociological, historical and
psychiatric – to provide a coherent account of why people might believe in God. She argues that
psychoanalytic theory provides a fertile and creative approach to the study of religion that attempts to
integrate religious belief with our innate human nature and developmental histories that have unfolded in the
context of our socialization and cultural experiences. Freud argued that religion is so compelling because it
solves the problems of our existence. It explains the origin of the universe, offers solace and protection from
evil, and provides a blueprint about how we should live our lives, with just rewards for the righteous and due
punishments for sinners and transgressors. Science, on the other hand, offers no such explanations about the
universe or the meaning of our lives and no comfort for the unanswered longings of the human race.

Is religion a form of wish-fulfilment, a collective delusion to which we cling as we try to fathom our place
and purpose in the drama of cosmology? Can there be morality without faith? Are science and religion
radically incompatible? What are the roots of fundamentalism and terror theology?

These are some of the questions addressed in God, Freud and Religion, a book that will be of interest to
psychoanalysts, psychologists and psychotherapists, students of psychology, psychoanalysis, philosophy and
theology and all those with an interest in religion and human behaviour.

Dianna Kenny is Professor of Psychology at the University of Sydney, Australia. She is the author of over
200 publications, including six books.
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From reader reviews:

Marcella Aragon:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the e-book entitled God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and
fundamentalism. Try to make the book God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and
fundamentalism as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
knowledge with this book.

Marjorie Calhoun:

This God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism are usually reliable for you who
want to certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this God, Freud and Religion: The
origins of faith, fear and fundamentalism can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple examining food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and
fundamentalism giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Earl Casey:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This God, Freud and Religion: The origins of
faith, fear and fundamentalism can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus
out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Donald Ventura:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book God, Freud and Religion: The origins
of faith, fear and fundamentalism to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy you just read it
and mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to
start a book and study it. Beside that the guide God, Freud and Religion: The origins of faith, fear and
fundamentalism can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must
you're doing of that time.
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