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The history of the Hungarian theatre of war from late August 1944 to the end of March 1945 is a special
chapter of the history of the Eastern Front during World War II. The Soviet 2nd and 3rd Ukrainian Fronts
had encircled Budapest by Christmas 1944, after very heavy combat. However, this was just the first phase
of a period of intense combat, as Adolf Hitler and the German High Command planned the relief of the
Hungarian capital.

The reinforced IV. SS-Panzerkorps was designated for this task and its units were transferred rapidly from
Polish territory to Hungary. Two operational plans were swiftly devised by the Germans, before they chose
that codenamed "Konrad". This was an armored strike from the Komárom region through the mountains
south of the river Danube to the Buda side of the Hungarian capital. The first day of Operation "Konrad" was
1 January 1945, and marked the beginning of a series of fierce clashes that lasted for nearly six weeks, a very
special period in the history of the Battle for Budapest. Both sides employed significant numbers of armored
forces in these battles, including heavy tanks.

The German-Hungarian forces tried to break through to Budapest three times in three different locations, but
each time they struck relocated Soviet tank, mechanized, rifle, cavalry, artillery and anti-tank units from 3rd
Ukrainian Front's reserve. In January 1945, furious tank battles developed in the eastern part of Transdanubia
in Hungary, especially in the areas of Bajna, Zsámbék, Zámoly, Pettend, Vereb, Dunapentele and
Székesfehérvár. After the third and strongest German attempt (code-named "Konrad 3"), which also failed,
the Soviet troops launched a counter-offensive in late January 1945 to encircle and eliminate the advancing
enemy forces. But the German armored Kampfgruppen managed to blunt the Soviet attack, which eventually
wound down and fragmented, mirroring the German offensives before it.

This work is based mainly on German, Soviet and Hungarian archival records (e.g. war diaries, daily and
after-action reports, etc.). In addition, a number of rare unit histories, contemporary private diaries and
reliable personal memoirs, from generals to enlisted men, have also been used by the author. The combat
actions are extremely detailed, and provide a day-by-day account. The author analyzes the command and
control systems at operational and tactical levels and the losses of both sides. For a better understanding of
the events the book includes many detailed specially-commissioned color battle maps.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Maney:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled
The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 -
Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

Joseph Jackson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As
you may know that book is very important for us. The book The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat
History of the German Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III has been making you
to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what
advantages for you. The reserve The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to
Relieve Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III is not only giving you far more new information but
also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide.
Try to make relationship using the book The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German
Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III. You never sense lose out for everything if
you read some books.

Thomas Kelly:

This The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 -
Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III usually are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason
of this The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 -
Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III can be among the great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple studying food but feed a person with information that possibly will shock your preceding knowledge.
This book is usually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions throughout the
e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German
Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 - Operation 'Konrad' I, III, III giving you an enormous of experience like
rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's
have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lola Kelly:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.



When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this The
Sword Behind The Shield: A Combat History of the German Efforts to Relieve Budapest 1945 - Operation
'Konrad' I, III, III, you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can
inspire others, make them reading a book.
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