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The written word has been a central bearer of culture since antiquity. But its position is now being
challenged by the powerful media of electronic communication. In this penetrating and witty book James
O'Donnell takes a reading on the promise and the threat of electronic technology for our literate future.

In Avatars of the Word O'Donnell reinterprets today's communication revolution through a series of refracted
comparisons with earlier revolutionary periods: the transition from oral to written culture, from the papyrus
scroll to the codex, from copied manuscript to print. His engaging portrayals of these analogous epochal
moments suggest that our steps into cyberspace are not as radical as we might think. Observing how
technologies of the word have affected the shaping of culture in the past, and how technological
transformation has been managed, we regain models that can help us navigate the electronic transformation
now underway. Concluding with a focus on the need to rethink the modern university, O'Donnell specifically
addresses learning and teaching in the humanities, proposing ways to seek the greatest benefit from
electronic technologies while steering clear of their potential pitfalls.
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From reader reviews:

Loraine Brown:

The feeling that you get from Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace is a more deep you
excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to know but Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood simply
by anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace
instantly.

Dewayne Campbell:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace can be your answer since it can be
read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Larry Luis:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's internal or real their
hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace can make you truly feel more interested to
read.

Andre Barrett:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to
Cyberspace to make your personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that
the publication Avatars of the Word: From Papyrus to Cyberspace can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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