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The plays translated in this volume represent everything one would not expect either from the third-century
B.C. playwright Plautus or from Roman comedy in general.

A common theme in all three comedies is the triumph of women over men. In Truculentus, prostitutes snare
all of the men in the play; in Bacchides, the victims include fathers and sons. In Casina, Plautus creates a
fantasy that turns traditional social and sexual roles upside down. The plays' mordant, cynical treatment of
the normal plots and casts of Roman comedy, their dark humor rooted in homosexuality, oedipal encounters,
cruelty, larceny, and prostitution, and their pervasive lack of romance or sentimentality have alternately
puzzled and offended the few audiences that have seen them since the Renaissance.

Now these unusual plays have been rescued from obscurity in the best possible way?through performance.
James Tatum's translations, revised from actual productions, demonstrate that these are among the most
entertaining and theatrically effective of Plautus's comedies. The speakable, performable scripts, along with
Tatum's introduction, notes, and critical essays summarizing his own experiences in producing them, make
this a gold mine for troupes wishing to produce these classics on the contemporary stage as well as for
students of classical drama.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Plautus: The Darker Comedies.
Bacchides, Casina, and Truculentus will make you to become smarter. You can feel much more confidence if
you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or reading the book make you
bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or appropriate book with you?

Theo Garcia:

This book untitled Plautus: The Darker Comedies. Bacchides, Casina, and Truculentus to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot
of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it via online.
The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read
this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Cynthia Olson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Plautus: The Darker Comedies. Bacchides, Casina, and
Truculentus can be good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Gary Campbell:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Plautus: The Darker Comedies. Bacchides,
Casina, and Truculentus, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What
kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its
called reading friends.
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