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The earliest known prison memoir by an African American writer—recently discovered and
authenticated by a team of Yale scholars—sheds light on the longstanding connection between race
and incarceration in America.

“[A] harrowing [portrait] of life behind bars . . . part confession, part jeremiad, part lamentation, part
picaresque novel (reminiscent, at times, of Dickens and Defoe).”—Michiko Kakutani, The New York
Times

In 2009, scholars at Yale University came across a startling manuscript: the memoir of Austin Reed, a free
black man born in the 1820s who spent most of his early life ricocheting between forced labor in prison and
forced labor as an indentured servant. Lost for more than one hundred and fifty years, the handwritten
document is the first known prison memoir written by an African American. Corroborated by prison records
and other documentary sources, Reed’s text gives a gripping first-person account of an antebellum Northern
life lived outside slavery that nonetheless bore, in its day-to-day details, unsettling resemblances to that very
institution.

Now, for the first time, we can hear Austin Reed’s story as he meant to tell it. He was born to a middle-class
black family in the boomtown of Rochester, New York, but when his father died, his mother struggled to
make ends meet. Still a child, Reed was placed as an indentured servant to a nearby family of white farmers
near Rochester. He was caught attempting to set fire to a building and sentenced to ten years at Manhattan’s
brutal House of Refuge, an early juvenile reformatory that would soon become known for beatings and
forced labor.

Seven years later, Reed found himself at New York’s infamous Auburn State Prison. It was there that he
finished writing this memoir, which explores America’s first reformatory and first industrial prison from an
inmate’s point of view, recalling the great cruelties and kindnesses he experienced in those places and
excavating patterns of racial segregation, exploitation, and bondage that extended beyond the boundaries of
the slaveholding South, into free New York.

Accompanied by fascinating historical documents (including a series of poignant letters written by Reed near
the end of his life), The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict is a work of uncommon beauty that
tells a story of nineteenth-century racism, violence, labor, and captivity in a proud, defiant voice. Reed’s
memoir illuminates his own life and times—as well as ours today.

Praise for The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict

“One of the most fascinating and important memoirs ever produced in the United States.”—Annette
Gordon-Reed, The Washington Post

“Remarkable . . . triumphantly defiant . . . The book’s greatest value lies in the gap it fills.”—O: The Oprah
Magazine

“Reed’s book is a wild, propulsive romp. . . . A charismatic and idiosyncratic voice in perpetual rebellion, . .



. Reed displays virtuosic gifts for narrative that, a century and a half later, earn and hold the reader’s
ear.”—Thomas Chatterton Williams, San Francisco Chronicle
 
“[The book’s] urgency and relevance remain undiminished. . . . This exemplary edition recovers history
without permanently trapping it in one interpretation.”—The Guardian

“A sensational, novelistic telling of an eventful life.”—The Paris Review

“Vivid and painful.”—NPR

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ila Petty:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more time to be
read. The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict can be your answer as it can be read by you who
have those short free time problems.

George Jamison:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books.
One of several books in the top checklist in your reading list is actually The Life and the Adventures of a
Haunted Convict. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Lorraine Vargas:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted
Convict or even others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as students especially.
Those guides are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other
book likes The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict to make your spare time much more colorful.
Many types of book like here.

Norbert Walling:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. With this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to find
the The Life and the Adventures of a Haunted Convict when you desired it?
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