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Combining rich historical detail and a harrowing, pulse-pounding narrative, Close to Shore brilliantly re-
creates the summer of 1916, when a rogue Great White shark attacked swimmers along the New Jersey
shore, triggering mass hysteria and launching the most extensive shark hunt in history.

During the summer before the United States entered World War I, when ocean swimming was just becoming
popular and luxurious Jersey Shore resorts were thriving as a chic playland for an opulent yet still innocent
era's new leisure class, Americans were abruptly introduced to the terror of sharks. In July 1916 a lone Great
White left its usual deep-ocean habitat and headed in the direction of the New Jersey shoreline. There, near
the towns of Beach Haven and Spring Lake-and, incredibly, a farming community eleven miles inland-the
most ferocious and unpredictable of predators began a deadly rampage: the first shark attacks on swimmers
in U.S. history.

For Americans celebrating an astoundingly prosperous epoch much like our own, fueled by the wizardry of
revolutionary inventions, the arrival of this violent predator symbolized the limits of mankind's power
against nature.

Interweaving a vivid portrait of the era and meticulously drawn characters with chilling accounts of the
shark's five attacks and the frenzied hunt that ensued, Michael Capuzzo has created a nonfiction historical
thriller with the texture of Ragtime and the tension of Jaws. From the unnerving inevitability of the first
attack on the esteemed son of a prosperous Philadelphia physician to the spine-tingling moment when a farm
boy swimming in Matawan Creek feels the sandpaper-like skin of the passing shark, Close to Shore is an
undeniably gripping saga.

Heightening the drama are stories of the resulting panic in the citizenry, press and politicians, and of colorful
personalities such as Herman Oelrichs, a flamboyant millionaire who made a bet that a shark was no match
for a man (and set out to prove it); Museum of Natural History ichthyologist John Treadwell Nichols, faced
with the challenge of stopping a mythic sea creature about which little was known; and, most memorable, the
rogue Great White itself moving through a world that couldn't conceive of either its destructive power or its
moral right to destroy.

Scrupulously researched and superbly written, Close to Shore brings to life a breathtaking, pivotal moment
in American history. Masterfully written and suffused with fascinating period detail and insights into the
science and behavior of sharks, Close to Shore recounts a breathtaking, pivotal moment in American history
with startling immediacy.
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror
in An Age of Innocence book as beginner and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than
just a book.

Colleen Key:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror in An Age of Innocence book is
readable by simply you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable looking at experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror in An Age of Innocence content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material
but it just different as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror in An Age
of Innocence is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Glenn Bail:

The e-book with title Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror in An Age of Innocence has lot of information
that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This book exist new know-how the
information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era
of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Carl Vang:

The particular book Close to Shore: A True Story of Terror in An Age of Innocence has a lot of knowledge
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to
read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.
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