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This distinctive collection explores the construction of genealogies—in both the biological sense of
procreation and the metaphorical sense of heritage and cultural patrimony. Focusing specifically on the
discourses that inform such genealogies, Generation and Degeneration moves from Greco-Roman times to
the recent past to retrace generational fantasies and discords in a variety of related contexts, from the medical
to the theological, and from the literary to the historical.
The discourses on reproduction, biology, degeneration, legacy, and lineage that this book broaches not only
bring to the forefront concepts of sexual identity and gender politics but also show how they were culturally
constructed and reconstructed through the centuries by medicine, philosophy, the visual arts, law, religion,
and literature. The contributors reflect on a wide range of topics—from what makes men “manly” to the
identity of Christ’s father, from what kinds of erotic practices went on among women in sixteenth-century
seraglios to how men’s hemorrhoids can be variously labeled. Essays scrutinize stories of menstruating
males and early writings on the presumed inferiority of female bodily functions. Others investigate a
psychomorphology of the clitoris that challenges Freud’s account of lesbianism as an infantile stage of
sexual development and such topics as the geographical origins of medicine and the materialization of
genealogy in the presence of Renaissance theatrical ghosts.
This collection will engage those in English, comparative, Italian, Spanish, and French studies, as well as in
history, history of medicine, and ancient and early modern religious studies.

Contributors. Kevin Brownlee, Marina Scordilis Brownlee, Elizabeth Clark, Valeria Finucci, Dale Martin,
Gianna Pomata, Maureen Quilligan, Nancy Siraisi, Peter Stallybrass,Valerie Traub
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Miller:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of
Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe. You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through
Early Modern Europe. You can add information and of course you can around the world by just a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can realize everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Richard Stratton:

The reserve with title Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from
Antiquity through Early Modern Europe has a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of
profit after read this book. That book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the
world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book
in your smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through
Early Modern Europe can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her
effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of
Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe yet doesn't forget the
main position, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be
certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into completely new stage of crucial considering.

Edgar Curtis:

This Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through
Early Modern Europe is great reserve for you because the content and that is full of information for you who
also always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the idea
hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard
core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Generation and Degeneration: Tropes of



Reproduction in Literature and History from Antiquity through Early Modern Europe in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide that offer
you world within ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Hey Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt this?
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