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In 1858, Abraham Lincoln was known as a successful Illinois lawyer who had achieved some prominence in
state politics as a leader in the new Republican Party. Two years later, he was elected president and was on
his way to becoming the greatest chief executive in American history.

What carried this one-term congressman from obscurity to fame was the campaign he mounted for the
United States Senate against the country's most formidable politician, Stephen A. Douglas, in the summer
and fall of 1858. Lincoln challenged Douglas directly in one of his greatest speeches -- "A house divided
against itself cannot stand" -- and confronted Douglas on the questions of slavery and the inviolability of the
Union in seven fierce debates. As this brilliant narrative by the prize-winning Lincoln scholar Allen Guelzo
dramatizes, Lincoln would emerge a predominant national figure, the leader of his party, the man who would
bear the burden of the national confrontation.

Of course, the great issue between Lincoln and Douglas was slavery. Douglas was the champion of "popular
sovereignty," of letting states and territories decide for themselves whether to legalize slavery. Lincoln drew
a moral line, arguing that slavery was a violation both of natural law and of the principles expressed in the
Declaration of Independence. No majority could ever make slavery right, he argued.

Lincoln lost that Senate race to Douglas, though he came close to toppling the "Little Giant," whom almost
everyone thought was unbeatable. Guelzo's Lincoln and Douglas brings alive their debates and this whole
year of campaigns and underscores their centrality in the greatest conflict in American history.

The encounters between Lincoln and Douglas engage a key question in American political life: What is
democracy's purpose? Is it to satisfy the desires of the majority? Or is it to achieve a just and moral public
order? These were the real questions in 1858 that led to the Civil War. They remain questions for Americans
today.
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From reader reviews:

Stacey Samuels:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined
America will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book make you bored. It isn't
make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or ideal book with
you?

Victor Banister:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is definitely Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America.

Randy Acevedo:

The book untitled Lincoln and Douglas: The Debates that Defined America contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was authored by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue
reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to
buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Scott Burnett:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lincoln and Douglas: The
Debates that Defined America can be the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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