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“The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise is essential reading. It will soon find its place on the shelves of
premier academic institutions and in the syllabi of pioneering scholars.”
—Antonio Carreño, W. Duncan McMillan Family Professor in the Humanities, Emeritus, Brown
University 
 
“I could not put this book down. The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise constitutes a watershed in
scholarship. . . . Fernández-Morera brilliantly debunks the myths that for so long have dominated
Islamic historiography and conventional wisdom. We were waiting for this great breakthrough.”
—Raphael Israeli, Professor Emeritus of Middle Eastern, Islamic, and Chinese History, Hebrew
University of Jerusalem
 
“Fernández-Morera examines the underside of Islamic Spain. . . . This is an intelligent
reinterpretation of a supposed paradise of convivencia.”
—Julia Pavón Benito, Professor of Medieval Spanish History, University of Navarra
 
“Desperately, desperately needed as a counter to the mythology that pervades academia on this
subject.”
—Paul F. Crawford, Professor of Ancient and Medieval History, California University of
Pennsylvania
 
“A splendid book. This sober and hard-hitting reassessment demolishes the myths of religious
tolerance and multiculturalism that have hopelessly romanticized the precarious coexistence and
harsh realities of medieval Spain under Muslim rule. . . . Must-reading.”
—Noël Valis, Professor, Department of Spanish and Portuguese, Yale University

Scholars, journalists, and even politicians uphold Muslim-ruled medieval Spain—“al-Andalus”—as a
multicultural paradise, a place where Muslims, Christians, and Jews lived in harmony.

There is only one problem with this widely accepted account: it is a myth.

In this groundbreaking book, Northwestern University scholar Darío Fernández-Morera tells the full story of
Islamic Spain. The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise shines light on hidden history by drawing on an
abundance of primary sources that scholars have ignored, as well as archaeological evidence only recently
unearthed.

This supposed beacon of peaceful coexistence began, of course, with the Islamic Caliphate’s conquest of
Spain. Far from a land of religious tolerance, Islamic Spain was marked by religious and therefore cultural
repression in all areas of life and the marginalization of Christians and other groups—all this in the service of
social control by autocratic rulers and a class of religious authorities.



The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise provides a desperately needed reassessment of medieval Spain. As
professors, politicians, and pundits continue to celebrate Islamic Spain for its “multiculturalism” and
“diversity,” Fernández-Morera sets the historical record straight—showing that a politically useful myth is a
myth nonetheless.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise: Muslims, Christians, and Jews
under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain. Try to the actual book The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise:
Muslims, Christians, and Jews under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain as your buddy. It means that it can to
get your friend when you really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Teddy Hathorn:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise:
Muslims, Christians, and Jews under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain is our recommendation so you keep up
with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Lawrence Hurst:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or maybe playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that's look different you can
read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all
day long to reading a publication. The book The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise: Muslims, Christians, and
Jews under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space
to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book offers high quality.

Willie Isaac:

The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise: Muslims, Christians, and Jews under Islamic Rule in Medieval Spain
can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this guide has
good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure
arrangement in writing The Myth of the Andalusian Paradise: Muslims, Christians, and Jews under Islamic
Rule in Medieval Spain yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm



resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.
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