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Water may seem innocuous, but as a universal necessity, it inevitably intersects with politics when it comes
to acquisition, control, and associated technologies. While we know a great deal about the socioecological
costs and benefits of modern dams, we know far less about their political origins and ramifications. In
Concrete Revolution, Christopher Sneddon offers a corrective: a compelling historical account of the US
Bureau of Reclamation’s contributions to dam technology, Cold War politics, and the social and
environmental adversity perpetuated by the US government in its pursuit of economic growth and
geopolitical power.

Founded in 1902, the Bureau became enmeshed in the US State Department’s push for geopolitical power
following World War II, a response to the Soviet Union’s increasing global sway. By offering technical and
water resource management advice to the world’s underdeveloped regions, the Bureau found that it could not
only provide them with economic assistance and the United States with investment opportunities, but also
forge alliances and shore up a country’s global standing in the face of burgeoning communist influence.
Drawing on a number of international case studies—from the Bureau’s early forays into overseas
development and the launch of its Foreign Activities Office in 1950 to the Blue Nile investigation in
Ethiopia—Concrete Revolution offers insights into this historic damming boom, with vital implications for
the present. If, Sneddon argues, we can understand dams as both technical and political objects rather than
instruments of impartial science, we can better participate in current debates about large dams and river basin
planning.
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Soto:

The book Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we
leave a very important thing like a book Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the
US Bureau of Reclamation? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation has
simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous
world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Samuel Brown:

The guide with title Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of
Reclamation includes a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this
book. This specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the
condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This
particular book will bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Phyllis Force:

Exactly why? Because this Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of
Reclamation is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will
shock you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this nowadays or you
going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book include such as
help improving your expertise and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Selma Lang:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold
War Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation or perhaps others sources were given know-how for
you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was
created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In



other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Concrete Revolution: Large Dams, Cold War
Geopolitics, and the US Bureau of Reclamation to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like here.
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