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Through never-before-seen photographs and intriguing personal diaries, this beautiful book provides an
intimate glimpse into the lives of Countess Sophia Tolstoy and her husband, Leo Tolstoy—one of the
greatest authors of all time—set against the grand and terrifying backdrop of aristocratic Russia on the brink
of its demise.

Between 1885 and 1910, Countess Tolstoy made more than a thousand photographs representing her entire
world—from artists to aristocrats to peasants to family, from the Crimea to Moscow to the family estate 100
kilometers to the south. She also kept detailed diaries, which sweep us into fashionable balls and local
gossip...magical scenes of winter in Russia...and devastating famine in the countryside. Sophia's works
deepen our understanding of the era as well as of this amazing woman, who had thirteen children, battled a
troubled marriage, and, though blessed with a creative life of her own, was so devoted to her husband's
career that she hand-copied his great works Anna Karenina and War and Peace many times over.

Song Without Words showcases the photographs by theme, with Sophia's writings providing emotional
context for many of the images. Commentary by author Leah Bendavid-Val weaves through the book,
linking diaries with pictures and placing each in its historical and literary setting.

Autobiographical in nature, yet global in its true scope, Song Without Words brings to light the gifts of a
major figure whose previously unknown works enrich our knowledge of literature, photography, and history.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Edick:

The book Song Without Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy make one feel enjoy
for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being
your best friend when you getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
studying a book Song Without Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about
many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like wide open and read a book Song Without Words:
The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Betty Dansby:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make these survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yes, by reading a reserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you this particular Song Without
Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy book as beginning and daily reading reserve.
Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Paul Queen:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Song Without Words: The Photographs &
Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy publication written by well-known writer who knows well how to make
book which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written in good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still question Song
Without Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy as good book not merely by the
cover but also by content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing one more sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already told you
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Helen McClain:

Beside this kind of Song Without Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess Sophia Tolstoy in your
phone, it may give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Song Without Words: The Photographs & Diaries of Countess
Sophia Tolstoy because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you
seldom get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable



set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item?
Find this book and also read it from right now!
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