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Why does the distinction between high and popular art persist in spite of postmodernist predictions that it
should vanish? Departing from the conventional view that such distinctions are class-related, Wesley Shrum
concentrates instead on the way individuals form opinions about culture through the mediation of critics. He
shows that it is the extent to which critics shape the reception of an art form that determines its place in the
cultural hierarchy. Those who patronize "lowbrow" art--stand-up comedy, cabaret, movies, and popular
music--do not heed critical opinions nearly as much as do those who patronize "highbrow" art--theater,
opera, and classical music. Thus the role of critics is crucial to understanding the nature of cultural hierarchy
and its persistence. Shrum supports his argument through an inquiry into the performing arts, focusing on the
Edinburgh Fringe, the world's largest and most diverse art festival.

Beginning with eighteenth-century London playhouses and print media, where performance art criticism
flourished, Shrum examines the triangle of mediation involving critics, spectators, and performers. The
Fringe is shown to parallel modern art worlds, where choices proliferate along with the demand for guidance.
Using interviews with critics and performers, analysis of audiences, and published reviews as well as
dramatic vignettes, Shrum reveals the impact of critics on high art forms and explores the "status bargain" in
which consumers are influenced by experts in return for prestige.
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From reader reviews:

Laverne Dunbar:

The book Fringe and Fortune can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So why must we leave a very important thing like a book Fringe and Fortune? A
number of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim which book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or data that you
take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Fringe and Fortune has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Allen Yopp:

The particular book Fringe and Fortune has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot
of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The writer makes some research before write this
book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Alberto Turcotte:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Fringe and Fortune.

Jack Lacasse:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book
like comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Fringe and Fortune that give
your pleasure preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react when it comes to the world. It
can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading as your good habit, it is possible to
pick Fringe and Fortune become your own personal starter.
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