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The unlikely story of one of the oddest monuments in American history, its obsessive mastermind, and our
misguided attempts to create an American heritage. . Gutzon Borglum, the sculptor of Mount Rushmore
National Memorial, hoped that ten thousand years from now, when archaeologists came upon the four sixty-
foot presidential heads carved in the Black Hills of South Dakota, they would have a clear and graphic
understanding of American civilization. Borglum, the child of Mormon polygamists, had an almost Ahab-
like obsession with Colossalism-a scale that matched his ego and the era. He learned how to be a celebrity
from Auguste Rodin; how to be a political bully from Teddy Roosevelt. He ran with the Ku Klux Klan and
mingled with the rich and famous from Wall Street to Washington. Mount Rushmore was to be his crowning
achievement, the newest wonder of the world, the greatest piece of public art since Phidias carved the
Parthenon. But like so many episodes in the saga of the American West, what began as a personal dream had
to be bailed out by the federal government, a compromise that nearly drove Borglum mad. Nor in the end
could he control how his masterpiece would be received. Nor its devastating impact on the Lakota Sioux and
the remote Black Hills of South Dakota. Great White Fathers is at once the biography of a man and the
biography of a place, told through travelogue, interviews, and investigation of the unusual records that one
odd American visionary left behind. It proves that the best American stories are not simple; they are complex
and contradictory, at times humorous, at other times tragic.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Jennings:

The book Great White Fathers: The Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore make you feel
enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Great White Fathers: The Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore to become your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about
some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve Great White Fathers: The
Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science
publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Paulette Cantu:

The actual book Great White Fathers: The Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore will
bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Great White
Fathers: The Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore is much recommended to you to see.
You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Emma Lavigne:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A great deal of author can inspire their very own reader
with their story or maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them is this Great White Fathers: The Story of the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore.

Joseph Haner:

It is possible to spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Great White Fathers: The Story of
the Obsessive Quest to Create Mount Rushmore is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-
book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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