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William Dean Howells' richly humorous characterization of a self-made millionaire in Boston society
provides a paradigm of American culture in the Gilded Age. After establishing a fortune in the paint
business, Silas Lapham moves his family from their Vermont farm to the city of Boston, where they
awkwardly attempt to break into Brahmin society. Silas, greedy for wealth as well as prestige, brings his
company to the brink of bankruptcy, and the family is forced to return to Vermont, financially ruined but
morally renewed. As Kermit Vanderbilt points out in his introduction, the novel focuses on important themes
in the American literary tradition: the efficacy of self-help and determination, the ambiguous benefits of
social and economic progress, and the continual contradiction between urban and pastoral values.

For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Kimi Frantz:

The book The Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics) can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book The
Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics)? A few of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim
that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all
of these. Book The Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics) has simple shape however you know: it has
great and massive function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a guide.
So it is very wonderful.

Scottie Hicks:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept The Rise of Silas
Lapham (Penguin Classics) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. The particular book untitled The Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics)is the main of several books in
which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained
their concept in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This
book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world on this book.

Jason Ayers:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended to your
account is The Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some research
when he makes this book. That is why this book suitable all of you.

Curt Hall:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book and also novel and The Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics) as well as others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read
more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications
are helping them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes The



Rise of Silas Lapham (Penguin Classics) to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this.
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