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The Straight State is the most expansive study of the federal regulation of homosexuality yet written.
Unearthing startling new evidence from the National Archives, Margot Canaday shows how the state
systematically came to penalize homosexuality, giving rise to a regime of second-class citizenship that
sexual minorities still live under today.

Canaday looks at three key arenas of government control--immigration, the military, and welfare--and
demonstrates how federal enforcement of sexual norms emerged with the rise of the modern bureaucratic
state. She begins at the turn of the twentieth century when the state first stumbled upon evidence of sex and
gender nonconformity, revealing how homosexuality was policed indirectly through the exclusion of
sexually "degenerate" immigrants and other regulatory measures aimed at combating poverty, violence, and
vice. Canaday argues that the state's gradual awareness of homosexuality intensified during the later New
Deal and through the postwar period as policies were enacted that explicitly used homosexuality to define
who could enter the country, serve in the military, and collect state benefits. Midcentury repression was not a
sudden response to newly visible gay subcultures, Canaday demonstrates, but the culmination of a much
longer and slower process of state-building during which the state came to know and to care about
homosexuality across many decades.

Social, political, and legal history at their most compelling, The Straight State explores how regulation
transformed the regulated: in drawing boundaries around national citizenship, the state helped to define the
very meaning of homosexuality in America.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Dunn:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship
in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) had been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The book The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be
your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship while using book The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century
America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America). You never really feel lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Ebony Thornton:

The e-book with title The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics
and Society in Twentieth-Century America) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot
of gain after read this book. That book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement
of the world. That book will bring you throughout new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on
your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Arlie Carrillo:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its include may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-
Century America (Politics and Society in Twentieth-Century America) why because the fantastic cover that
make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Jeffrey Price:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find book that need more
time to be learn. The Straight State: Sexuality and Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Politics and
Society in Twentieth-Century America) can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those
short time problems.
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