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McCulloch v. Maryland (1819) has long been recognized to be one of the most significant decisions ever
handed down by the United States Supreme Court. Indeed, many scholars have argued it is the greatest
opinion handed down by the greatest Chief Justice, in which he declared the act creating the Second Bank of
the United States constitutional and Maryland's attempt to tax it unconstitutional. Although it is now
recognized as the foundational statement for a strong and active federal government, the immediate impact
of the ruling was short-lived and widely criticized.

Placing the decision and the public reaction to it in their proper historical context, Richard E. Ellis finds that
Maryland, though unopposed to the Bank, helped to bring the case before the Court and a sympathetic Chief
Justice, who worked behind the scenes to save the embattled institution. Almost all treatments of the case
consider it solely from Marshall's perspective, yet a careful examination reveals other, even more important
issues that the Chief Justice chose to ignore. Ellis demonstrates that the points which mattered most to the
States were not treated by the Court's decision: the private, profit-making nature of the Second Bank, its right
to establish branches wherever it wanted with immunity from state taxation, and the right of the States to tax
the Bank simply for revenue purposes. Addressing these issues would have undercut Marshall's nationalist
view of the Constitution, and his unwillingness to adequately deal with them produced immediate,
widespread, and varied dissatisfaction among the States. Ellis argues that Marshall's "aggressive
nationalism" was ultimately counter-productive: his overreaching led to Jackson's democratic rejection of the
decision and failed to reconcile states' rights to the effective operation of the institutions of federal
governance.

Elegantly written, full of new information, and the first in-depth examination of McCulloch v. Maryland,
Aggressive Nationalism offers an incisive, fresh interpretation of this familiar decision central to
understanding the shifting politics of the early republic as well as the development of federal-state relations,
a source of constant division in American politics, past and present.
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From reader reviews:

Cynthia Johnson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the publication entitled Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v. Maryland and the Foundation
of Federal Authority in the Young Republic. Try to face the book Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v.
Maryland and the Foundation of Federal Authority in the Young Republic as your buddy. It means that it can
for being your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than in the past.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can
know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Alfred Greenwell:

This Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v. Maryland and the Foundation of Federal Authority in the Young
Republic are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v. Maryland and the Foundation of Federal Authority in the Young
Republic can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book
is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v. Maryland and the Foundation of Federal
Authority in the Young Republic forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate
reading.

Donna Nichols:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just watching
TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do you
consider reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It fine you can have
the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v.
Maryland and the Foundation of Federal Authority in the Young Republic which is keeping the e-book
version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Keith Robertson:

You may get this Aggressive Nationalism: McCulloch v. Maryland and the Foundation of Federal Authority
in the Young Republic by look at the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by
means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era similar to now,
you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your



ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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