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In the post--World War II era, Louisiana's coastal wetlands underwent an industrial transformation that
placed the region at the center of America's energy-producing corridor. By the twenty-first century the
Louisiana Gulf Coast supplied nearly one-third of America's oil and gas, accounted for half of the country's
refining capacity, and contributed billions of dollars to the U.S. economy. Today, thousands of miles of
pipelines and related infrastructure link the state's coast to oil and gas consumers nationwide. During the
course of this historic development, however, the dredging of pipeline canals accelerated coastal erosion.
Currently, 80 percent of the United States' wetland loss occurs on Louisiana's coast despite the fact that the
state is home to only 40 percent of the nation's wetland acreage, making evident the enormous unin-tended
environmental cost associated with producing energy from the Gulf Coast.

In American Energy, Imperiled Coast Jason P. Theriot explores the tension between oil and gas development
and the land-loss crisis in Louisiana. His book offers an engaging analysis of both the impressive, albeit
ecologically destructive, engineering feats that characterized industrial growth in the region and the
mounting environmental problems that threaten south Louisiana's communities, culture, and "working"
coast. As a historian and coastal Louisiana native, Theriot explains how pipeline technology enabled the
expansion of oil and gas delivery -- examining previously unseen photographs and company records -- and
traces the industry's far-reaching environmental footprint in the wetlands. Through detailed research
presented in a lively and accessible narrative, Theriot pieces together decades of political, economic, social,
and cultural undertakings that clashed in the 1980s and 1990s, when local citizens, scientists, politicians,
environmental groups, and oil and gas interests began fighting over the causes and consequences of coastal
land loss. The mission to restore coastal Louisiana ultimately collided with the perceived economic necessity
of expanding offshore oil and gas development at the turn of the twenty-first century. Theriot's book bridges
the gap between these competing objectives.

From the discovery of oil and gas below the marshes around coastal salt domes in the 1920s and 1930s to the
emergence of environmental sciences and policy reforms in the 1970s to the vast repercussions of the
BP/Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, American Energy, Imperiled Coast ultimately reveals that the
natural and man-made forces responsible for rapid environmental change in Louisiana's wetlands over the
past century can only be harnessed through collaboration between public and private entities.
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From reader reviews:

Carol Witt:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed American Energy, Imperiled
Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands (The Natural World of the Gulf South)? Maybe it
is to be best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you
can wiser than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Elizabeth Talbot:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. To be sure
that book is very important normally. The book American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas
Development in Louisiana's Wetlands (The Natural World of the Gulf South) seemed to be making you to
know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for
you. The e-book American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands (The
Natural World of the Gulf South) is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make
relationship while using book American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's
Wetlands (The Natural World of the Gulf South). You never feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.

Nicole Dilbeck:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it
in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas
Development in Louisiana's Wetlands (The Natural World of the Gulf South) can give you a lot of friends
because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual more like
an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you
information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than some other make you to be great
folks. So , why hesitate? Let me have American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in
Louisiana's Wetlands (The Natural World of the Gulf South).

Karen Perl:

You may get this American Energy, Imperiled Coast: Oil and Gas Development in Louisiana's Wetlands
(The Natural World of the Gulf South) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could
to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by
simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,



choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself
to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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