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Baghdad: The City in Verse captures the essence of life lived in one of the world's great enduring
metropolises. In this unusual anthology, Reuven Snir offers original translations of more than 170 Arabic
poems--most of them appearing for the first time in English--which represent a cross-section of genres and
styles from the time of Baghdad's founding in the eighth century to the present day. The diversity of the
fabled city is reflected in the Bedouin, Muslim, Christian, Kurdish, and Jewish poets featured here, including
writers of great renown and others whose work has survived but whose names are lost to history.

Through the prism of these poems, readers glimpse many different Baghdads: the city built on ancient
Sumerian ruins, the epicenter of Arab culture and Islam's Golden Age under the enlightened rule of Harun
al-Rashid, the bombed-out capital of Saddam Hussein's fallen regime, the American occupation, and life in a
new but unstable Iraq. With poets as our guides, we visit bazaars, gardens, wine parties, love scenes (worldly
and mystical), brothels, prisons, and palaces. Startling contrasts emerge as the day-to-day cacophony of
urban life is juxtaposed with eternal cycles of the Tigris, and hellish winds, mosquitoes, rain, floods, snow,
and earthquakes are accompanied by somber reflections on invasions and other catastrophes.

Documenting the city's 1,250-year history, Baghdad: The City in Verse shows why poetry has been aptly
called the public register of the Arabs.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Bowers:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you actually is you don't know which you should start with. This Baghdad: The City in Verse is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in
this era.

Willie Randolph:

This Baghdad: The City in Verse tend to be reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why.
The reason why of this Baghdad: The City in Verse can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Baghdad: The City in
Verse giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking
that we all know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Michael Berube:

Reading a book being new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon. The
Baghdad: The City in Verse will give you new experience in studying a book.

Sandra Brown:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh, you
think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Baghdad: The City in Verse which is
finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.
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