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Understanding the causes of the racial achievement gap in American education?and then addressing it with
effective programs?is one of the most urgent problems communities and educators face.

For many years, the most popular explanation for the achievement gap has been the “oppositional culture
theory”: the idea that black students underperform in secondary schools because of a group culture that
devalues learning and sees academic effort as “acting white.” Despite lack of evidence for this belief,
classroom teachers accept it, with predictable self-fulfilling results. In a careful quantitative assessment of
the oppositional culture hypothesis, Angel L. Harris tested its empirical implications systematically and
broadened his analysis to include data from British schools. From every conceivable angle of examination,
the oppositional culture theory fell flat.

Despite achieving less in school, black students value schooling more than their white counterparts do. Black
kids perform badly in high school not because they don’t want to succeed but because they enter without the
necessary skills. Harris finds that the achievement gap starts to open up in preadolescence?when cumulating
socioeconomic and health disadvantages inhibit skills development and when students start to feel the impact
of lowered teacher expectations.

Kids Don’t Want to Fail is must reading for teachers, academics, policy makers, and anyone interested in
understanding the intersection of race and education.
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From reader reviews:

Sandy Holiday:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new info. When
you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the information
or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the character types do
it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this Kids Don't
Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap, you could tells your family,
friends and also soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-book.

Larry Parrish:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With looking at you can
get a lot of information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this Kids Don't Want
to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap.

Walter Taylor:

This Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap is brand-new
way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having tiny amount of digest in
reading this Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White Achievement Gap can be the
light food for you personally because the information inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone.
These books develop itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web
form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this book is the answer.
So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and
knowledge.

Robert Poulin:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update
of news. Within this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From



media social just like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just trying to find the Kids Don't Want to Fail: Oppositional Culture and the Black-White
Achievement Gap when you needed it?
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