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What was “real socialism”—the term which originated in twentieth-century socialist societies for the purpose
of distinguishing them from abstract, theoretical socialism? In this volume, Michael A. Lebowitz considers
the nature, tendencies, and contradictions of those societies. Beginning with the constant presence of
shortages within “real socialism,” Lebowitz searches for the inner relations which generate these patterns. He
finds these, in particular, in what he calls “vanguard relations of production,” a relation which takes the
apparent form of a social contract where workers obtain benefits not available to their counterparts in
capitalism but lack the power to decide within the workplace and society.

While these societies were able to claim major achievements in areas from health care to education to
popular culture, the separation of thinking and doing prevented workers from developing their capacities as
fully developed human beings. The relationship within “real socialism” between the vanguard as conductor
and a conducted working class, however, did not only lead to the deformation of workers and those elements
necessary for the building of socialism; it also created the conditions in which enterprise managers emerged
as an incipient capitalist class, which was an immediate source of the crises of “real socialism.” As he argued
in The Socialist Alternative: Real Human Development, Lebowitz stresses the necessity to go beyond the
hierarchy inherent in the relation of conductor and conducted (and beyond the “vanguard Marxism” which
supports this) to create the conditions in which people can transform themselves through their conscious
cooperation and practice—i.e., a society of free and associated producers.
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From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

Book is actually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication The Contradictions of "Real
Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make
you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or
suitable book with you?

Christopher Hill:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also become a life style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the
particular information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you
get based on what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books
but if you want experience happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel.
Typically the The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted is kind of book
which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Rick Beard:

The actual book The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted will bring one to
the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you
try to find new book you just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Contradictions of "Real
Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the
e-book in the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Allen Lutz:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well
as playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long to
reading a publication. The book The Contradictions of "Real Socialism": The Conductor and the Conducted
it is rather good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These were enjoying
reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-
book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not very costly
but this book has high quality.
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