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Founded in Eastern Burope in the eighteenth century, the Hasidic movement dramatically transformed
modern Judaism. The figure of the Ba'al Shem Tov (known in acronym form as the BeSHT) - the purported
founder of the Hasidic movement - has fascinated scholars, Jewish philosophers, and laypeople interested in
popular Jewish mysticism in general and the contemporary Hasidic movement in all its variety. In this
volume, Immanuel Etkes enters a rich and heated debate over the origins of the movement, as well as the
historicity of its mythic founder, Rabbi Israel Ba'al Shem Tov, who lived much of his life as a miracle
worker. The eighteenth century, as Etkes vividly portrays, was the heyday of the kabbalists, who dabbled in
the magical power of letters and words to solve personal and communal problems. Etkes sheds light on the
personality of the Besht, on his mysticism, and on his close circle of followers. Equally important, he
challenges the popular myth of the Besht as a childlike mystic, wandering the fields in prayer, seeing visions
and engaging in acts of godliness and piety. According to Etkes, it was never the intention of the Besht to
found a religious movement. Although Etkes shows great empathy for his subject, the Besht who emerges in
these pages is much more down to earth, much more a man of his times.
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From reader reviews:

Ron Lauer:

The book The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European
Jewry) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more
increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make reading a book The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute
Series for the Study of European Jewry) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know everything if you like
wide open and read a e-book The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the
Study of European Jewry). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Ethel Fung:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and
Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry), you are able to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh occur its mind
hangout fellas. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Denise Lee:

The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of European Jewry) can
be one of your nice books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this guide
has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight
arrangement in writing The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study
of European Jewry) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial considering.

Randolph Urban:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need more
time to be go through. The Besht: Magician, Mystic, and Leader (The Tauber Institute Series for the Study of
European Jewry) can be your answer as it can be read by an individual who have those short time problems.
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