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It was the 1950s, a time of calm, a time when all things were new and everything seemed possible. A few
years before, a noble war had been won, and now life had returned to normal.

For one little boy, however, life had become anything but "normal."

To all appearances, he and his family lived an almost idyllic life. The father was a respected professor, the
mother a witty and elegant lady, someone everyone loved. They were parents to three bright, smiling
children: two boys and a girl. They lived on a sunny street in a small college town nestled neatly in a leafy
valley. They gave parties, hosted picnics, went to church?just like their neighbors. To all appearances, their
life seemed ideal. But it was, in fact, all appearances.

Lineage, tradition, making the right impression?these were matters of great importance, especially to the
mother. But behind the facade this family had created lurked secrets so dark, so painful for this one little boy,
that his life would never be the same.

It is through the eyes of that boy?a grown man now, revisiting that time?that we see this seemingly serene
world and watch as it slowly comes completely and irrevocably undone.

Beautifully written, often humorous, sometimes sweet, ultimately shocking, this is a son's story of looking
back with both love and anger at the parents who gave him life and then robbed him of it, who created his
world and then destroyed it.

As author Lee Smith, who knew this world and this family, observed, "Alcohol may be the real villain in this
pain-permeated, exquisitely written memoir of childhood?but it is also filled with absolutely dead-on social
commentary of this very particular time and place. A brave, haunting, riveting book."
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From reader reviews:

Kiley Kaufman:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you will need this The End of the World as We Know It: Scenes from a Life.

Wesley Jerkins:

This book untitled The End of the World as We Know It: Scenes from a Life to be one of several books that
will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher on this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Lena Garcia:

The book The End of the World as We Know It: Scenes from a Life will bring that you the new experience
of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very suited to you. The book The End of the World as We Know It: Scenes from a Life is
much recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can
quicker to read the book.

Carolyn Alcantara:

The End of the World as We Know It: Scenes from a Life can be one of your nice books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The End of the World as We
Know It: Scenes from a Life yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest in addition to
based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn
you into new stage of crucial considering.
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