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The definitive history of America’s greatest incubator of innovation, the birthplace of some of the 20th
century’s most influential technologies, including the integrated circuit, the communications satellite
and the cell phone.

From its beginnings in the 1920s until its demise in the 1980s, Bell Labs—officially, the research and
development wing of AT&T—was the biggest, and arguably the best, laboratory for new ideas in the world.
From the transistor to the laser, it’s hard to find an aspect of modern life that hasn’t been touched by Bell
Labs.

Why did so many transformative ideas come from Bell Labs?  In The Idea Factory, Jon Gertner traces the
origins of some of the twentieth century’s most important inventions and delivers a riveting and heretofore
untold chapter of American history. At its heart this is a story about the life and work of a small group of
brilliant and eccentric men—Mervin Kelly, Bill Shockley, Claude Shannon, John Pierce, and Bill
Baker—who spent their careers at Bell Labs. Their job was to research and develop the future of
communications.  Small-town boys, childhood hobbyists, oddballs: they give the lie to the idea that Bell
Labs was a grim cathedral of top-down command and control.

Gertner brings to life the powerful alchemy of the forces at work behind Bell Labs inventions, teasing out the
intersections between science, business, and society. He distills the lessons that abide: how to recruit and
nurture young talent; how to organize and lead fractious employees; how to find solutions to the most
stubbornly vexing problems; how to transform a scientific discovery into a marketable product, then make it
even better, cheaper, or both. Today, when the drive to invent has become a mantra, Bell Labs offers us a
way to enrich our understanding of the challenges and solutions to technological innovation. Here, after all,
was where the foundational ideas on the management of innovation were born.

The Idea Factory is the story of the origins of modern communications and the beginnings of the information
age—a deeply human story of extraordinary men who were given extraordinary means—time, space, funds,
and access to one another—and edged the world into a new dimension.
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From reader reviews:

George Hartzell:

The feeling that you get from The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation could
be the more deep you digging the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great
Age of American Innovation giving you joy feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this publication
is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy
to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for
having that The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation instantly.

Rodolfo Rodgers:

Often the book The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and
the Great Age of American Innovation is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Juana Rummel:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try issue that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the
Great Age of American Innovation, you could enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to
miss it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't have it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Kenneth Jordan:

Beside this The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation in your phone, it can give
you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might
got here is fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town.
It is good thing to have The Idea Factory: Bell Labs and the Great Age of American Innovation because this
book offers to your account readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's
interesting features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable option
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the item? Find
this book and read it from currently!
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